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viz., at the institution of the augurs, who were for
some ages the engrossers of all these delusions in
the Roman empire.

The augurs were a sort of Roman priests, who
pretended to foretell events by omens, by the chat-
tering of birds, howling of dogs, and other uncouth
noises of any kind in the air: they were erected In-
to a society, and formed in a college or hall by the
king's special order ; the number at first was but
three, one being taken from every Roman tribe;
and while they were thus few, the dignity was very
valuable, and it was highly esteemed among even
the patricii and nobility. Servius Tullius increased
their number to four, and caused them to be taken
only from the nobility: afterwards Quintus and
Caeneus Agellinus obtained that five more should
be added to their number, and should be chosen
out of the plebeii or common people. So ambitious
were the Romans of this diabolical preferment, and
so much honour had the Devil's immediate servants
in the world; nay, upon this increase of their num-
ber to nine, the government was so resolute against
lowering the price of that reverence and esteem
they had among the people, that they passed a de-
cree against increasing their number any more.

However, Sylla, one of the most bloody and cruel
tyrants of his time, that he might, according to cus-
tom, join his care of religion to his thirst of blood,
added six more; so that now their number was
fifteen. The eldest, whether in years of longest
standing in order, (I am not positive which) was
made father or president of the college, and had the
immediate direction of all the rest.

Their privileges, like their institution, were ex-
orbitant ; for they were never to be deposed or ex-
pelled, no, not for any crime, how great soever, nor
their places filled up by another.

N. B. Crime did not render the Devil's agents